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al., filed May 20, 1996 (Attorney File No. 41 54-1) incorporated herein by reference. 

The present invention is directed to an apparatus and process providing distribution of 
5 text, audio, video or other content on a medium such as an optical disk storage medium which 
includes both mastered regions and recordable regions (writeable regions) and in particular to a 
small-format, lightweight apparatus, and method of use, for distributing content on disks to 
facilitate either or both of buying and selling (with appropriate royalty payments for proprietary 
intellectual property) and/or annotation correction or revision of the content, e.g., using the 

10 writeable area. 

O 

Sj BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

jl A number of benefits can be achieved using a medium which can readily and 

|j economically provide both mastered content and the ability to write or record information. As 
15^ used herein, "mastered" content means content provided on the medium before it reaches the 
U user. A common example is music CD's in which the music is mastered prior to distribution to 
jJJ users. Information written onto the same medium containing mastered content can be useful, 

e.g., in any of a number of systems for accounting for or collecting usage fees, royalties or 
© similar charges for use of proprietary intellectual property in such content, including systems 
20 involving use of the Internet (or other communications systems), thus effectively providing a 
device which is not only an electronic book, music or multimedia player or similar content- 
output device, but also effectively an Internet appliance (i.e., ah apparatus which can operate, at 
least partially, in connection with information obtained using the Internet or similar 
communication system). 

25 Other potential benefits from a practical and economic mastered/writeable medium or 

media player includes the ability to annotate, supplement, update, correct or otherwise 
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